“Who Are We?”

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20 ESV)

We are called to be disciples who make disciples.

Who is a disciple? What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus?

1. A disciple is more devoted to Christ than anything else.
Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes,
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come
after me cannot be my disciple…So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he
has cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:25-27, 33 ESV).

John Piper- Bearing a cross does not mean primarily having hard times. It means going to
Golgotha. It means dying with Christ—dying to the old attitudes of envy and strife and jealousy
and anger and selfishness and pride; and turning to follow Jesus in newness of life. When we
make disciples, we bid people to come and die to their old, destructive ways and to live for Jesus,
who loved them and gave himself for them.

Jesus is the only person who can call you to that kind of allegiance, because he is the only
one person deserves it.
2. A disciple treasures Christ’s Word.
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32 ESV)
.
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for
every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV)

And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep his commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you hunger and
fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you
know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the
mouth of the LORD. (Deuteronomy 8:2-3 ESV)
3. A disciple’s life is rooted in God and produces fruit consistent with Christ and His Spirit.
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you,
you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”
(John 13:34-35 ESV)
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full.
(John 15:7-11 ESV)
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must
be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew
20:25-28 ESV)
Who are we? Disciples, making disciples of Jesus Christ.

What is a disciple? A person who is supremely devoted to Christ and the new life she is called to
live in Him; a person who treasures his Word and desires to obey it; and a person who depends
on and bears the fruit of Christ.

