1 Corinthians 15:20-28
A Decisive Victory: Christ’s Reign through the Resurrection

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says,
“all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection
under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to
him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. (1 Corinthians 15:20-
28 ESV)

The victory of one Man over death is directly linked to (1) our own victory over death and (2)
Jesus’ victory over his enemies at the end of the age.

L A Helpful Analogy

...just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men because all sinned—(Romans 5:12 ESV)

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:21-22 ESV)

II. A Natural Progression

A. Jesus is the first-fruits of the resurrection harvest.
B. The rest of the harvest comes at his return.

... saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of
God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first
resurrection. (Revelation 20:4-5 ESV)

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have fallen asleep...For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. (1 Thessalonians 4:14,16 ESV)

III. A Decisive Victory






