
“Trading for What Can Not Satisfy” 

Jeremiah 2:11-13 

 

When Jesus becomes the source of your complete satisfaction, you will not settle for 

substitutes.  

 

 

The Problem: Idolatry 

 

An Illustration: Water 

 

 

Tim Keller: “It is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart 

and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give. A 

counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your life 

would feel hardly worth living. An idol has such a controlling position in your heart that you can 

spend most of your passion and energy, your emotional and financial resources, on it without a 

second thought. It can be family and children, or career and making money, or achievement and 

critical acclaim, or saving "face" and social standing. It can be a romantic relationship, peer 

approval, competence and skill, secure and comfortable circumstances, your beauty or your 

brains, a great political or social cause, your morality and virtue, or even success in the 

Christian ministry. When your meaning in life is to fix someone else's life, we may call it 

"codependency" but it is really idolatry. An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of 

hearts, "If I have that, then I'll feel my life has meaning, then I'll know I have value, then I'll feel 

significant and secure." 

 

The Solution: Jesus 

 

“…whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I 

will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14 ESV) 

 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let 

him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart 

will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 7:37-38 ESV) 

 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. (Hebrews 1:3 ESV) 

 

 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the 

god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 

the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not 

ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, 

who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:3-6 ESV) 

 

http://www.crosswalk.com/family/


1. Jesus has accomplished your forgiveness, loving acceptance, and eternal joy with God 

through his cross and resurrection.  

2.  Jesus is the lasting source of your delight.  

3. Your true identity is in Christ.  

4. King Jesus will oppose all else that seeks His throne.  

 

Three common idols in the life of a church: 

 

A. Preference 

B. Comfort/Tradition 

C. Relevance 

 

 

  


