Acts 2:42-47
What Do We Do?

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as
any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

(Acts 2:42-47 ESV)
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1. We Will Worship
The ultimate enjoyment of God celebrated internally and externally.

C.S. Lewis:
“l had never noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise unless . . . shyness
or the fear of boring others is deliberately brought in to check it.

The world rings with praise — lovers praising their mistresses [Romeo praising Juliet
and vice versa], readers their favourite poet, walkers praising the countryside, players praising
their favourite game — praise of weather, wines, dishes, actors, motors, horses, colleges,
countries, historical personages, children, flowers, mountains, rare stamps, rare beetles, even
sometimes politicians or scholars. . . . Except where intolerably adverse circumstances interfere,
praise almost seems to be inner health made audible. . . . I had not noticed either that just as men
spontaneously praise whatever they value, so they spontaneously urge us to join them in praising
it: “Isn’t she lovely? Wasn't it glorious? Don’t you think that magnificent?” The Psalmists in
telling everyone to praise God are doing what all men do when they speak of what they care
about.

My whole, more general, difficulty about the praise of God depended on my absurdly denying
tous, as regards the supremely Valuable, what we delight to do, what indeed we can 't help
doing, about everything else we value.”

“Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 374
ESV)



The Three Stages of Worship (Piper):

A. The lowest stage of worship—where all genuine worship starts, and where it often
returns for a dark season—is the barrenness of soul that scarcely feels any longing, and
yet is still granted the grace of repentant sorrow for having so little love. “When my soul
was embittered, when | was pricked in heart, | was brutish and ignorant; | was like a
beast toward you” (Psalm 73:221-22).

B. [Then there is a stage when] we do not feel fullness, but rather longing and desire.
Having tasted the feast before, we recall the goodness of the Lord—but it seems far off.
We preach to our souls not to be downcast, because we are sure we shall again praise the
Lord (Psalm 425). Yet, for now, our hearts are not very fervent. Even though this falls
short of the ideal of vigorous, heartfelt adoration and hope, yet it is a great honor to God.
We honor the water from a mountain spring not only by the satisfied “ahhh” after
drinking our fill, but also by the unquenched longing to be satisfied while still climbing to
it.

C. There is afinal stage in which we feel an unencumbered joy in the manifold perfection
of God—the joy of gratitude, wonder, hope, admiration: “My soul will be satisfied as
with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips” (Psalm 63:5). In
this stage we are satisfied with the excellency of God, and we overflow with the joy of
His fellowship. This is the feast of Christian Hedonism.

2. We Will Evangelize.
The overflow of our enjoyment of God, spoken to those who need Him.

3. We Will Fellowship
The bond we have in Christ, enjoyed together.

A. A Common Hope, in the Gospel- an inheritance as children of God
B. A Common Lowve, given to us by Christ, for one another

Who are we? We are called to be disciples, who make disciples.

What do we do? What is our mission? As disciples, our mission is to worship God, to bring
others to faith in Christ, and to grow in grace and good works as we follow Him together.



