Matthew 1:18-25
A Forgotten Faith

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And
he called his name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25 ESV)

L. Joseph’s Situation
A. A Betrothal
B. A Difficult Decision
C. A Heavenly Visitation
I1. Principles of Faithfulness
A. Joseph believed God, and ordered his life on His Word.
B. He was more concerned with obedience than shame.
By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,
choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking to the reward. (Hebrews 11:24-26 ESV)
...let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2 ESV)

C. God raises up faithful people to accomplish His will.

D. God’s timing is perfect.






